Some Quick Ideas About What CALL is for

Connecting students to each other, to native speakers, and to the teacher:

Online discussion (within class, between classes)

Email - keypals (email penpals) and teacher-student mail (homework, questions)

Mailing lists (within class, between classes, with professionals in a field, with other students)

Chat (within class, with others outside class)

Students working with each other

Insert Comments and Track Changes in Word

Online discussion and chat (within class)

Working together on a computer program, such as a grammar or cloze exercise

Working together to create something, such as a Hot Potatoes exercise, web page, movie, PowerPoint talk, etc.

Students working on a specific skill

Grammar, vocabulary, reading (speed reading and extensive reading)

Having multiple media to help comprehension

Creating a talk in PowerPoint

Using the tools in a word-processor to help in writing an essay

Using reference tools - software or web-based dictionary, thesaurus, quotation source, graphics source, online writing lab, specific sites recommended by the teacher, etc. 

Using comprehensive software with record-keeping

NOT web searching! Unless they're almost native speakers or using a library database, it's a waste of their time.

Teachers preparing material

Multiple media to enhance comprehension: good graphics, animations, sound, video

Authentic material: online news sources, academic papers, professional mailing lists, information for a reading or discussion

Exercise makers: Hot Potatoes or other cloze, crossword, multiple-choice generators

Fact checking: making sure your use of vocabulary/grammar is correct; getting information for a reading or discussion

